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and twenty Europeans and twelve hundred sepoys
Into two detachments, and placed Forde and Knox, who
had lately returned from the Deccan, in command,
Forde was ordered to threaten Chinsurah; Knox was
stationed in the batteries below Calcutta, to stop and
search boats and vessels passing up the river. Fort
William was garrisoned by two hundred and fifty
European volunteers under Mr. Holwell; and Captain
Wilson, who commanded three East Indiamen in the
river, was ordered to anchor them above the batteries.
The IsTawab was told that the Dutch had commenced
hostilities, and that he must not interfere in the quarrel.
On November 19th Forde occupied the Dutch factory
at Barnagore, and crossing to the right bank of the
Hooghly, moved on Chinsurah. On the 22nd the Dutch
commodore landed seven hundred Europeans and eight
hundred Malay soldiers, and dropped down the river to
Melancholy Point. The Dutch troops were thus separ-
ated from their old base, the ships, and had to reach their
new one, Chinsurah. Olive decided to destroy the two
bases, and then crush the field force. On the 23rd he
ordered Knox to join Forde; and Wilson ce to demand
immediate restitution of our ships, subjects, and pro-
perty; or to fight, sink, burn and destroy the Dutch ships
on their refusal" On the 24th Wilson made his demand
and was refused. He had only three ships, mounting
ninety guns, whilst the Dutch had seven, mounting two
hundred and twelve. But he had caught something of
dive's indomitable spirit, and attacked without a
moment's hesitation. After a sharp action of two hours
six of the Dutch ships struck, and the seventh, whilst
trying to escape, fell into the hands of two English ships